
 
 
 
TESTIMONIALS 
 
“Gayle Roberts epitomizes the term ‘development professional.’ She is a strategic thinker 
who understands that mission, values and ethics are the foundation of a development 
program and fundraising is only one of the tools needed to be successful.” 
 George Clark, Former Chief Development Officer 

LightHouse for the Blind and Visually Impaired  
 
“Gayle trained Sojourn Chaplaincy’s board and staff in fundraising, helped develop a 
fundraising plan, performed thorough grant research and consulted on grant writing. She is a 
stimulating consultant to Sojourn. We recommend her most highly.”  

Will Hocker, Pediatric Staff Chaplain 
UCSF/Benioff Children’s Hospital 
 

“I am thrilled to recommend Gayle for any work related to fundraising in the nonprofit 
industry. She is a deeply dedicated and talented consultant. Gayle was hired to help improve 
our major donor programming and to pick up some loose projects during a transition. She 
did an excellent job training our volunteers on donor asks and cultivation, and the results of 
her work are still paying off.” 

Thom Lynch, Development Director 
Play On, Philly! 

 
“Gayle understands how to build close partnerships with foundation officers. She knows 
inside-out the necessary components and qualities of an excellent proposal. She crafts 
strong, clearly-written proposals with direct links between specific activities and their long-
term impact—exactly for what funders are looking.” 

Melissa White, Development Director 
Communities for a Better Environment 

 
“It’s rare to find someone with the combined skills that make for a development guru, but 
Gayle Roberts has them all. She combines a deep respect for community, an intuitive 
understanding of meaningful programs and solid writing skills. She is thorough, thoughtful 
and well informed and knows her way around budgets. I recommend her wholeheartedly.” 

Judy Nemzoff, Program Director 
San Francisco Community Arts and Education 

 
“Gayle helped us set up and launch our fundraising operation with diligence, style and 
speed. She writes, she thinks, she coaches and cajoles with skill, grace and a lot of smarts. 
Never doubt that one person can make a big change in the world. Indeed, she already has.” 

Andre Carothers, Founder 
Rockwood Leadership Institute 
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“She is committed, determined, thoughtful, creative and brings a host of worthy skills. I 
found her to be particularly effective in the areas of fundraising/development, governance 
and communications. She has my greatest confidence and highest recommendation.”  

Harry Turner, Principal 
PwC 

 
“Gayle’s thoughtfulness, attention to details and passion to inspire social changes make her 
a true leader and mentor to many of us in the nonprofit sector.” 

Cecilia Chung, Health Commissioner 
San Francisco Department of Public Health 

 
“Gayle appraises a situation and the corresponding people, understands motivators and the 
big picture, and is not hesitant to ask for support. She is able to express her thoughts 
evangelically, and quickly raise money and support for an organization.” 

Paul McConnell, Principal Consultant 
RWD Technologies 

 
“Her professionalism, leadership and vision drove the campaign forth, Gayle and her team 
hit every goal they set out to achieve and exceeded most. Her campaign that was intended 
for local prestige enjoyed global attention. I highly recommend hiring Gayle for any 
nonprofit or profit fundraising, campaign expansion or other. Gayle ROCKS!” 

Karin Tobiason, Owner 
Karin Tobiason Public Relations 

 
“I have known Gayle and been impressed by her work for many years: quite simply, she is 
the best nonprofit professional I know. She is an expert in what I believe is key to all 
fundraising and nonprofit work—relationship building. It is impossible to say ‘no’ to her. I 
am always delighted to work with Gayle in whatever capacity presents itself.” 

David Perry, Owner 
David Perry & Associates 

 
“Gayle goes well beyond her job description, offering innovative ways to approach her work 
with insight and grace. She has a strong sense of integrity and compassion that permeates 
throughout her interactions with business associates.” 

James Guay, MFT, Psychotherapist 
Private Practice 

 
“Gayle is living definition of expertise! Look no further when you are seeking wisdom, 
knowledge, background, experience and understanding. Her capacity to educate is 
overwhelming. The Institute is far better off as a result of her counsel, and for that I am 
eternally grateful!”  

Joseph Grieboski, Founder and Past President 
Institute on Religion and Public Policy 
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“Gayle Roberts proves (once again) that she is one of the most inspirational fundraisers in 
the business today.” 

Don’t Tell the Donor Blog 
  
“Gayle is the real deal! She is always very helpful and offering a variety of resources. Her 
enthusiasm for her work is contagious! She really demystifies the process of fundraising 
with a humane and heart-felt approach.” 

Scarlett Shepard, Founder  
WFILM Institute 

 
“Gayle is a tour de force in the development community. She gives tirelessly of herself not 
only to her clients, but to her colleagues as well. She is professional, congenial and smart. 
She is also inspiring, a true community leader who knows how to motivate others and how 
to get results. And, she is a pleasure to be with; I recommend her highly.”  

Jim McBride, Director of Development 
AIDS Legal Referral Panel 

 
“Gayle is an experienced and well-regarded fundraising specialist who is passionate about 
both fundraising itself and the missions of nonprofits to which she commits.”  

Roger Doughty, Executive Director 
Horizons Foundation 

  
“Gayle’s commitment and dedication to Bay Area nonprofit agencies is a rare blend of 
professionalism and true passion for her work. When working with Gayle, you not only gain 
a valued colleague, but also a long-term ally in life’s obstacles.” 

Emily Sims Shawbell, Founder 
West Marin Advocacy 
 

“Gayle has done a beautiful job of coordinating as President of our local development 
professionals’ group, DER.”  

Juanita Carroll Young, Development Consultant 
Private Practice 

 
“Gayle is an amazing leader and invaluable asset to any project she is working on. I am 
honored to know her and find working with her to be an absolute pleasure.”  

Robert Haaland, Political Coordinator 
SEIU 1021 
 

“Gayle is a talented fundraising consultant, who worked with us on our grant and report 
writing. She’s a skilled writer, strategic thinker, great listener and works with integrity.”  

Stacy Kono, Director of Programs and Practice 
Rockwood Leadership Institute 
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“Gayle Roberts is tomorrow’s fundraising professional today. She has a clear understanding 
of the nuts and bolts of finding support for important community causes.”  

Marie Beichert, CFRE, Principal 
Granthelper.com 
 

“Gayle exemplifies the relationship building profession we are in. I have found that her 
authentic concern and genuine interest are some of her truly rare gifts. As she has taken on 
the role as the leader of the Development Executive Roundtable, Gayle has shown she is 
someone with courage instead of mere ambition. She would most certainly add value to any 
organization lucky enough to have her as an ambassador.”  

Philip Byrdsong, Consultant 
Targeted Fundraising 

 
 “She is the epitome of professionalism—keeping track of the details, and handling tough 
fundraising and public relations tasks—all the while ensuring that people on the team were 
recognized and appreciated for their efforts. I have rarely worked with people as 
conscientious and capable as Gayle is, and I recommend her enthusiastically.”  

Jamison Green, Owner 
Jamison Green & Associates 

 
“I have been particularly impressed with her ability to engage her audience. She is articulate, 
engaging, charming, decisive in her opinions, sensitive to the nature of the discussion points, 
and on a personal level an absolutely delightful human being.”  

Alicia Sullivan, Development Consultant 
Congregation Emanu-El 

 
“Gayle has proven to be an extremely successful and well-organized fundraiser with an 
ability to be creative and think outside the box!”  

Jimmer Cassiol, Community Liaison 
City and County of San Francisco 
 

 “I have known Gayle online as a voice for the good.” 
Philip Cubeta, Blogger 
GiftHub 

 
“Gayle is the rare person who really embodies the principle of thinking globally, and acting 
locally. She is my role model in uniting head with heart in pursuit of greater goals.”   

Julie Tsai, Senior Director, Security Operations 
Box 
 

“She is amazingly gifted, humble, intelligent, kind, perceptive, and many other good things. 
Gayle does so much good work for the community but I think she has no idea how deeply 
her efforts impact the world - creating real, positive change in so many lives.” 

Aidan Dunn, Fundraising Consultant 
Private Practice 
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“Gayle Roberts possesses the kind of commitment and creativity necessary to bring about 
lasting transformation. Her ability to build bridges, open doors, and attend to the whole 
makes her a compelling leader. She knows how to motivate people to excellent results.” 

Elka Eastly Vera, Principal 
Eastly Arts 
 

“Gayle has a conscience we should all obtain and utilize. She's definitely a fearless doer in 
all of her roles, and an asset on anyone's team.”  

Hunter Brown, Lead Software Engineer 
CVS Interactive 

 
“Few consultants have shown the depth of commitment and passion to an organization’s 
mission as you have. Your insight and dedication are remarkable. Your ability to build 
tracking systems has helped ensure smooth operations in an ongoing way. Your personal 
coaching services have lent strength to several staff here at Rockwood, certainly including 
myself. We highly recommend you.” 
 Elizabeth Wilcox, Philanthropic Advisor 
 Independent Practice 
 
“There is no fundraiser I know who is better than Gayle at connecting people -- donors and 
fundraisers alike -- back to the pure joy, generosity, and compassion at the heart of giving. 
Knowing her and learning from her has deeply impacted my experience and approach as 
both a fundraiser and a donor. “ 

Dana Textoris, Director of Client Engagement 
Grants Plus 

 
“I sat on a grant review panel with Gayle last Spring. We tackled what seemed like an 
impossible task with efficiency and mindfulness. Gayle is extremely easy to work with, an 
excellent listener, an insightful contributor, and a truly kind human being. I look forward to 
any opportunity to work with her again in the future.” 

A. Sparks, Chief Executive Officer 
Masto Foundation 
 

“Gayle is an amazing, intelligent and compassionate person. Her ability to bring people 
together for a common cause is her greatest gift to the world.” 

Daren Klum, President and Co-Founder 
Secured2  Corporation 
 

“Gayle is an amazing person who cares deeply about the people and causes that she 
advocates for. She is effective, efficient and a real treasure. “ 

Anna Damiani, Emeritus Board Member 
Alice B. Toklas LGBT Democratic Club 

 
 



 6 

“Gayle is one of San Francisco’s most compassionate, inspiring and generous 
professionals.” 
 Masen Davis, CEO 
 Freedom for All Americans 
 
“Gayle is consistently well-organized and is an engaging writer. She is also warm-hearted 
and is very easy to connect.” 

Devi Peacock Development Consultant 
The Intergalactivist 

 
“Gayle is an excellent resource and a dedicated nonprofit development specialist. She brings 
her extensive knowledge and experience to providing sound advice to nonprofits about 
excellent strategies for engaging and raising money from constituents. Not only is she a high 
quality consultant but an generous colleague who is always willing to share tips and advice.”  

John Kenyon, Owner 
John Kenyon Consulting 

 
“As President of Development Executives Roundtable, it was my pleasure to watch Gayle 
Roberts come up through the ranks. In short time, she displayed exemplary leadership, 
intelligence, diligence, and commitment, earning her the esteem and trust of her peers. It has 
come as no surprise to me to learn that, two Presidents after me, Gayle is now President of 
DER, where she is highly reputed for her work.” 

Anthony Adessa, Development Manager 
Cystic Fibrosis Research, Inc. 
 

“Gayle understands the importance of connecting profession to purpose and challenges 
people to align their careers with their personal values. She is an active and engaged listener 
and always has a wealth of knowledge and resources to share. She is a strong connector, 
whether connecting people to one another or coaching individuals to connect with their core 
inner truths. I have been privileged to learn from Gayle's example and continue to be 
inspired by her work ethic, commitment and kindness.” 
 Jennifer Yeagley, Vice-President 
 Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services 
  
“Gayle approaches every project with intelligence and passion, making each one a success 
and a joy to watch unfold. She made big improvements that increased efficiency and overall 
fundraising goals, she better managed the brand than it had ever been managed, and she 
really understood the value of building a strong team. I would work with her anywhere.” 
 Mary Going, Director of Finance 
 Propeller Industries 
 
“Gayle is brilliant, a leader, can be creative, and turn on a dime. She helped me on many 
projects and she was an excellent collaborator and perfect with all of her suggestions.” 
 Baillee Serbin, Managing Director 
 Serbin Counsel 



 7 

  
“Gayle led our board through a very successful experience to identify what they wanted to 
focus on and what the steps were to achieve those goals. Board members left excited about 
their tasks and eager to move ahead. She is both warm and firm so everyone felt good but 
also accomplished the purposes of the retreat.” 
 Sue Merrill, Executive Director 
 South Hayward Parish 
 
“Gayle generously gave her time to train members of my organization when it was just 
getting started. She was a friendly and knowledgeable mentor. She is also a consummate 
networker who understands the importance of genuine interpersonal connection in this field. 
I appreciate her dedication to using her talents, experience and relationships for the benefit 
of social justice causes.” 
 Noah Miller, Founder  
 outLoud Radio 
 
“Gayle Roberts has a fantastic eye for design and warm, wonderful communication 
skills. She completed a rebranding process for the organization which included a new logo, 
new typography and style guides for print and digital work which covered an array of 
communications and marketing material. Her personality also made her a go to person for 
many members of the staff to communicate concerns and issues. She managed to provide 
that unique combination of supervision that enables people to grow and themselves better 
leaders. She communicated with her staff, offering praise, direction, criticism, and support to 
them.” 
 Alnisa Allgood, Founder and Executive Director 
 Collaboration for Good 
 
“Gayle Roberts is the consummate professional. In addition to her skills as a Development 
Director, she is a great manager and mentor. I personally had the opportunity to work under 
her supervision and experience her leadership. The fundraising event she planned was 
successful, well organized and well attended. The staff was prepared and efficient. I would 
consider it an honor to work with her again.” 
 Sherry Platt, MA, Chief Program Officer 
 BeOnAlert 
 
“Gayle is a strong leader with excellent communication skills and a clear passion for all she 
does. I had the pleasure of serving with Gayle in her role as Development Director while I 
was a member of the SF LGBT Center's board of directors. Working tirelessly on the 
Center's 1,000-attendee major annual event, I can attest first-hand to her ability to tackle 
many challenges simultaneously while being strategic in political and interpersonal issues, 
and all while operating under a tight budget. Her strong professional skills aside, Gayle is 
simply a pleasure to work with.” 
 David Rak, Lead Product Counsel 
 Airbnb 
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“I have always enjoyed working with Gayle. Her warmth and candor drew me to her 
instantly. She is articulate, honest, and principled, and I valued my relationship with her as a 
colleague and for her expertise in communications.” 
 Clair Taylor, Founder  
 Career Pathway Transitions 
  
“Gayle's understanding of finances and financial statements surpasses that of any 
development professional with whom I've worked closely. That made her a solid partner in 
fiscal planning and strategy. She brings a deep appreciation for the work of the organizations 
she works with, and a gift for relating her magical personal journey and lifelong 
commitment to philanthropy.” 
 Adrienne Torf, Director of Finance 
 Disability Rights Advocates  
 
“Gayle's has a great grasp of both the art and science of fundraising. She excels at building 
community among disparate individuals. She understands and can exceute relationship-
founded conversations with stakeholders, telling the organization's story with conviction, 
listening carefully for the important motivations, and moving the person toward greater 
readiness to make a significant investment in whatever cause she's representing.” 
 Joel Preston, Executive Director 
 American Lung Association in California 
 
“Gayle is simply marvelous to work with and for. Personally warm, friendly, and ever-
encouraging, she is also professional, organized, and has a wealth of knowledge about 
resource development. I deeply admire her strategic thinking, strong planning, and clear 
communication style. She is also passionately committed to philanthropy, and believes in 
the powerful changes it can bring into the world. I consider myself fortunate to have worked 
with Gayle, and hope to collaborate with her again!” 
 Sira Anderson, Consultant 
 FireHorse Nonprofit Development 
 
“Gayle Roberts is one of people you meet and instantly want to find an excuse to work with. 
She is wise, big-hearted, and incredibly good at what she does. She has a strategic mind and 
is that rare person who is able to focus on both the big picture/vision and the important 
details involved in execution. She lives her values and those core drivers include strong 
personal ethics, being a lifelong learner, and creating community wherever she goes. Gayle 
is the type of person who can excel in many settings, and I recommend her without 
hesitation.” 
 Mariana Moore, Founder and President 
 Mariana Moore Consulting 
 
“Gayle brings an authentic quality of heart and spirit into her way of working. With Gayle in 
a room, there's going to be a sense of deeper meaning and connection to purpose. She is a 
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strong top leader and has the capacity to create and implement smart systems and procedures 
for an organization.” 
 Sharon Price, Director of Strategic Initiatives 
 Rockwood Leadership Institute  
 
“Gayle is an excellent fundraising leader. As the chair of the board of the Development 
Executives Roundtable she demonstrates exemplary leadership. She constantly and 
consistently implements best practices, and encourages participation by all members. She 
has helped grow our organization and build its infrastructure and capacity. She is an 
excellent facilitator and a professional I highly recommend.” 
 Pearl Shaw, Co-owner 
 Saad & Shaw Fund Development Services 
 
“Gaye is an incredible leader, networker, collaborator, and advocate for social change. I 
believe that she has the skills and vision to make things happen—whether its fundraising, 
bringing people together around a common vision, or any other goal she sets. I recommend 
her without reservation.” 
 Paula Sammons, Program Officer 
 W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
 
“I worked with Gayle side-by-side on the Board of Directors at New Leaf Services, during a 
very challenging and growth-filled time at the agency and on the board, and I was always so 
impressed with her intelligence, commitment, heart, and graciousness. My contact with her 
there was one of the highlights of my experience.” 
 Robert Hopcke, Psychotherapist/Author 
 Private Practice 
 
“Gayle arrives with a vision about how to change the world, and then she carefully outlines 
the steps to turn the vision into reality.” 
 Ken Stram, President 
 2Bridge Communications 
 
“Gayle is a wonderful person. She is extremely knowledgeable and dedicated to advancing 
the sector. Gayle brings a soul experience to her work. She is highly professional, detailed 
oriented and passionate.” 
 Adeeba Deterville, Co-Founder 
 Sankofa Cultural Institute 
 
“Gayle is an excellent fundraising coach, leader and facilitator. She is very organized and 
thoughtful. One of her greatest strengths as a fundraising consultant is providing a mindful 
process and specific roadmap to help nonprofits succeed in their fundraising efforts. Gayle is 
fluent in fundraising best practices, methods, and current trends.” 
 Kelli-Ann Nakayama, Director of Strategic Initiatives 
 Boy Scouts of America National Foundation 
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“Gayle is a fantastic fundraiser and a great person. She is committed, smart, effective, 
organized, and, best of all, fun to work with.” 
 Victor Silverman, Professor and Chair 
 Pomona College 
 
“She is focused, smart, driven and ambitious with a compassionate conscience. I learned 
quite a number of fundraising, communications and development tips from Gayle that I 
continue to use throughout my career.” 
 Lisa Finkelstein, Associate Director 
 InterfaithFamily 
 
“I had the honor of working with Gayle at The Management Center for a number of years. I 
found her to be a consummate communicator, who handled both routine and highly 
challenging communications assignments with superb skill - with individuals, key 
stakeholders, the media, and the general public. I recommend her highly. 
 Matthew O’Grady, Principal 
 O’Grady Consulting 
 
“Gayle is a pleasure to work with. She is always full of good ideas and good energy.” 
 Britt Bravo, Owner 
 Big Vision Consulting 
 


